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Hi everyone,  
 
To those of you I haven't seen around or at Dictum Society events - welcome to semes-
ter one! I hope you're all enjoying the start of the year as much as you can despite class 
being back. 
 
Dictum Society is in for a big year in 2017, so get excited! Over the summer we have all 
worked very hard to plan some amazing programs and events for you. We have also  
implemented new regulations andpolicy, and welcomed two new Directors of many  
co-opted members. Check out our website to see who is in this year's team! 
 
We have had a huge spike in new membership, and I hope to see this trend continue. 
Make sure you come see us in ROBL08 anytime between 9AM to 5PM, Monday to Fri-
day . If you would like to sign up in person, or you can do so online. Membership will 
get you all kinds of benefits this year - flashback to the free feed provided last week at 
the ANU Legal Workshop Picnique as just one example. 
 
For the current Committee, 2017 is all about improving the services we provide to you, 
and our engagement with all of you - being physically present, and listening to what you 
want. In this regard, look out for our announcement for our Semester One General 
Meeting. This will be a chance for you to come and hear about what we are up to, and 
provide feedback in a forum style setting. Also - don't forget, you can email myself or 
our secretary at anytime if you've got a bone to pick or a friendly suggestion.  
 
I may wear a serious face sometimes - but don't ever be nervous about coming and say-
ing hello to me. It makes my day when people want to reach out and get involved with 
us or just generally reach out as a fellow student. 
 
All the best for your first lot of assessments! 
 
Meghann Clark  
President of Dictum Society  
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The Leo Cussen Writing Competition officially has officially commenced! Each issue 

will contain a topic sentence which students must touch upon in their submission.   

There will be one winner per issue, chosen by the Dictum Society Publications team.  

Each winner will win a $100 prize.  

To win, all you have to do is creatively interpret the discussion topic.  

1. Deadline for submissions: 7 April 2017, 11:59 PM 

2. Email publications@dictumsocietyvu.com 

3. Provide your name, student number, mobile, 

course, year of study and campus. 

4. Submissions are to be in English and must be      

unpublished. 

5. Please use 12pt Arial as your font, and use        

double spacing.  

6. PDF and Word Documents will be accepted.  

7. Maximum 2 pages. 
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Hello everyone! 
 
 I’m very excited to be a part of Dictum Society this year and absolutely honoured to 
have the opportunity to be the Director of Publications. I hope to do the Committee, 
the College and the students justice, so wish me all the best!  
 
Publications this year will be moving towards creating greater opportunities which ena-
bles its readers, particularly the students, to have a voice, contribute and become more 
engaged with the Obiter. With this in mind, after countless weeks of communication 
with Sponsors we’ve managed to create an amazing opportunity to get this started.  In 
2017 The Obiter will be commencing The Leo Cussen Writing Competition.  
 
The winner of each Leo Cussen Writing Competition will win $100. To win, referring to 
the topic sentence provided you simply just have to write anything in any genre. Crea-
tivity is key. More information about the Leo Cussen Writing Competition can be found 
on our website. The Publications Sub-Committee and I look forward to reading your 
submissions.  
 
To also increase student engagement, students will be able to submit topics and ideas 
they wish the committee to discuss and we will create a platform to receive feedback, 
either by carrying out surveys or questionnaires to the student body. This submission 
can be made through our website, under publications. 
 
Overall, this is just the start! I look forward to creating bigger and better opportunities 
to create platforms for our members to be more engaged with the Obiter, the com-
mittee and the college. 
 
Akoi Arok 
Director of Publications 
publications@dictumsocietyvu.com 
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Welcome to Semester One, good luck for this semester! The Education Portfolio entails 
helping the Student Body with the academic side of your degree.  
 
Currently the Peer-to-Peer Mentor Program is looking for Mentors to help and assist fel-
low students. The purpose of this Program is to help first years to find their feet in the de-
gree, this would, hopefully, make their first year a lot easier when it comes to academics 
and other wonderful opportunities the University offers.  
 
The planning and brainstorming of other projects have begun. This includes Assignment or 
Exam Workshops, Study Groups for specific subjects – so that you can talk to your fellow 
peers and bounce ideas off one another, and if you can’t get your head around a concept, 
my intention is that Study Groups would help. Further, the Education Officers are doing 
research on different resources that the University offers, and make a Guide Booklet to 
make this accessible for all our members. It is surprising how University Resources slip the 
minds of students. Please keep an eye out on your emails and the Dictum Society Face-
book page, for all these cool projects. 
 
Jasmine Alcon 
Director of Education 
education@dictumsocietyvu.com 
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Welcome to a new year at the College of Law and Justice! 
I am excited to be a part of Dictum Society and honoured to be recently appointed to the position of Direc-
tor of Careers. Throughout 2017, we will be working on several projects aimed at providing tools, resources 
and opportunities to increase career prospects for all students. 
Some of these projects that are already in motion include: 

·      Careers Guide 2017 
·      PLT Seminar (Practical  Legal Training) 
·  Meet & Greet careers events 
·  Maurice Blackburn Mock Interviews 
·  Women at Law lunch 
 

The possibilities are endless! I am looking forward to dedicating much of my time so that everything we do 
within the careers portfolio is successful and of great benefit to all students, from first years through to final 
years. 
 
Justin Howard 
Director of Careers 
careers@dictumsocietyvu.com 

 
 
 
 
 
My name’s Melissa and I’ve been appointed the Director of Equity for 2017. Firstly, I would like to welcome all the 
incoming first-years and returning students at VU. I’d like to thank all the students who attended O-day and hope that 
you’ve had great introduction to Law School. 
 
As a relatively new portfolio, equity holds a lot of potential to develop and grow. I’ll bring my own  
personal experience and knowledge to build on the work of previous Directors’.  Awareness campaigns have previous-
ly run for R U OK day, International Women’s’ Day, and we have promoted VU Pride events. Students can expect to 
see this happen again. 
Being located in a small campus, separate from other faculties can make it difficult for law students to connect with 
support services available through VU. I’d like to bridge that gap in service. This year will see a renewed focus on fi-
nancial services, counselling, housing assistance services, events for mature aged students and really expand on stu-
dent support during exam time. 
 
I hope that this year we can improve student access to support services to ensure student wellbeing. The students 
and staff at VU are incredibly supportive, so I’d encourage everyone to be proactive and seek assistance as soon a 
problem arises. 
 
This semester I’d love to get a strong equity team together to really hone in on student needs and 
 collaborate with other portfolios at Dictum to run another successful year of events. I’m always willing to stop and 
have a chat with students, and look forward to meeting lots of new faces in 2017. 
 
Melissa Arsov 

Director of Equity 
equity@dictumsocietyvu.com 10 



 

Hey all, Justin Bailey your Director of Activities for 2017 here. Up and ready to conquer this semester of 
VU Law!  This year. 
 
The Activities Portfolio run by myself with the help of Bol Mathiang and Brittany Reiner (your Activities 
Officers) will hopefully be helping you to have the most fun and laughs you possibly can whilst studying a 
degree notorious for its poor sense of humour. 
 
We want you to wake up excited to learn on campus, and make it a great place to be, whilst helping you 
experience the vibrant community of Victoria University Law. This semester we've already kicked things 
off with the Dictum Society Book Exchange, which was such a success that we're planning to run it every 
semester so that as many students as possible can help each other get their textbooks ‘el cheapo’.  
 
We've also just held the ANU Legal Workshop Picnique, which was also coincidentally a huge success that 
saw lots of new and old students get together to hang out and relax in the sun on campus! Looking for-
ward to mid-semester, there's lots more to come! Pop-stalls, the Leo Cussen Trivia Night, as well as a 
bunch of secret events which I am not currently at liberty to disclose!  
 
Feel free to drop me your ideas and suggestions for events, or things we can do to improve your time on 
campus, or just come have chat! I can't wait to see you all out there! 
 
Justin Bailey 
Director of Activities  
 activities@dictumsocietyvu.com 
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Hello VU Law Students!  
 
If you are a First Year who attended O-Day, you would have seen me during the Moot Demonstration. If not, you 
may have seen me around campus at one point. If neither of that has happened yet, you will see me should you 
choose to participate in any of the competitions this year. Looking forward to meeting you, if that is the case.  
 
Expected Competitions in 2017 
Dictum Society has been running a Junior and Senior Moot for a while now. They both are arbitration and involve 
a contract matter. Last year, torts law was added to the Senior Moot and that was well received. Hence, it will be 
happening again this year. Further, we are aiming to run our first Criminal Law Moot during Semester Two this 
year. After that, we will hold a Negotiations Competition as a conclusion. Therefore:  
 
Semester One:  
Junior Moot - VU Law students with no prior mooting experience | Contracts 1 (Running 29 & 30 March 2017. 

       Registrations closed 13 March 2017.) 
Senior Moot -  VU Law students | Contracts 1 & Torts (Running in Week 10, Sem 1.) 
 
Semester Two: 
Stary Norton Halphen Criminal Law Moot -  VU Law students | Criminal Law  
Negotiations Competition - VU Law students | N/A 
 
Mooting Competitions Elective: 
 
FYI for future reference, the Mooting Competitions elective is an actual thing. It is a great elective! If you enjoy 
advocacy and in general want some variation in your subjects, this is the place to be. No matter what you want to 
end up doing with your law degree, it’s probably a good idea to hone your advocacy skills now through this practi-
cal elective. This elective aims to give you credit for competing in a national or international moot. You will there-
fore be required to do such a competition as part of your assessment. I did the unit during 2015/2016 Summer 
School and completed it once I took part in the Hon. Michael Kirby Contract Law Moot Court Competition (Kirby 
Moot), towards the end of 2016. It’s quite fun, so keep an eye out for including this in your list of electives!  
 
Join the fun. 
 
Don’t hesitate. Mel Robbins, a motivational speaker, says hesitation kills your opportunities and chance at 
growth. Apparently, our brains see our slight hesitation as an indication that we are confronted with something 
dangerous. Something that we should be protected from. Hence, we do everything in our power to stay away 
from that dangerous thing. While this is useful in truly dangerous situations, it tends to get mostly in the way of 
positive challenges. So please don’t hesitate - or if you do, just teach yourself to see past the fear and move for-
ward with registering your name. You will not regret it!  
 
I hope you all enjoy your first semester. 
 
Susan Thomas 
Director of Competitions 
competitions@dictumsocietyvu.com 
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Below are four reasons why I love mooting and why you should too. I will never place any regret in competing in my Junior Moot. I 

gained valuable advocacy skills and made friends whom I will be able to count on for the rest of my university degree.  

Confidence 

Coming into my first year of law school I had no expectations of what was to come or how I would be able to handle it. I remem-

bered everyone in my classes around me seemed to be confident in answering questions and proposing new ideas for the class. 

Unfortunately, I wasn’t one of these students. I had the notion in my head that whatever I would say would be wrong or crazy and 

people who look at me for it. Then I did my Junior Moot. To say I was terrified would be an understatement. I was presenting an 

argument to esteemed teachers and lawyers on behalf of ‘my client’ and they seemed to be understanding and maybe even 

agreeing with what I had to say. My partner and I didn’t even make the first elimination round, but the confidence I gained in my-

self was tenfold. Now I will confidently share any ideas or answers I may have with anyone who will listen. 

Friendships 

Coming into university it can seem like everyone around you seems to know each other yet somehow, you missed out.  Before I 

did my Junior Moot, I knew a grand total of three people who were undertaking their law degree. I signed up asking the director 

of competitions to assign me to a partner whom I had never met before because I didn’t feel comfortable asking any of my new 

friends to do it with me.  I was paired with a girl in her third year, who seemed to know everyone! My partner introduced me to 

almost everyone in attendance on the day and I was invited out for drinks with Dictum Society afterwards. Everyone was so nice 

and friendly. 

I couldn’t believe I had been scared to speak to people beforehand. I walk through campus now or along Queen Street and I 

would be very lucky if I don’t run into someone I met through Mooting.  

Putting theory into practice 

Learning content in theory and applying and applying that knowledge to a scenario I found to be two completely different things. I 

went into my Junior Moot thinking : It’ll be fine, it’s just contract law. I know the basic principles. I was faced with a scenario in 

which there was three different points in which offer and acceptance occurred in a scenario where there may not truly have been 

an offer at all. I was mentally challenged to create an argument that was sound and would hold up against other law students try 

to rebut me. I was mentally challenged to consider all aspects of what I was saying with esteemed teachers and lawyers asking me 

questions on my argument or interpreting facts in ways I hadn’t even thought of.  

Future Employers 

Employers specifically look for employees who have competed in Mooting competitions throughout their university degrees. 

Competing in a moot shows employees you have great advocacy skills and are able to work well with others to form competent 

arguments on behalf of a client. By continuing to compete in Moots, you may just be giving yourself an edge over other law stu-

dents who choose not to.  

Jacqueline Wilcock 

16 



 

17 



 

 

 

Being a law student in this day and age comes with a large amount of stereotyping. Being asked the same repetitive 

questions any time you mention you’re studying law at first may seem irritating but becomes laughable after a while. 

Below are the four most common questions I have been asked as a law student.  

Is your life like ‘Suits’’? 

Questions of whether my life mirrors that of Rachel Zane, a paralegal and an aspiring law student are constant. Ms 

Zane seems to be able be the primary solicitor on files, interview clients and dispose the other side all whilst still in her 

first year of law school. 

Unfortunately, my first year of law school involved a lot more caffeine ridden nights, dirty hair and weekends spent in 

sweats reading text books thicker than my forearm and next to no knowledge of how I would handle my own matter.   

Can you get me out of my speeding ticket? 

As a law student, I am constantly asked by friends and family “hey, I got a speeding ticket the other week, think you 

help me out?”.  

Apart from the fact that speeding is a strict liability offence and requires an exceptionally good reason to justify its oc-

currence, being a student at law school does not automatically present me with the right or correct knowledge to take 

on Victoria Police for your speeding fine. 

How can you consciously represent guilty people? 

A major stereotype of being a law student is that once I begin practice, I will automatically lose my morality and be 

able to defend the guilty.  

Solicitor client confidentiality does give solicitors the freedom to keep defamatory information provided to us by our 

client hidden in the majority of circumstances. However, under common law a solicitor’s first and foremost duty is 

owed to that of the Court.  

That’s why there are Laws, Rules and Regulations in place to avoid this, and this also provides uniformity. Further you 

would learn more about this type of thing in unit, Lawyers’ Ethics and Professional Responsibility 

Are you going to be a lawyer because you’re good at arguing?  

I am constantly faced with the question, “Are you going to be a lawyer because you’re good at arguing?” Contrary to 

popular belief, I am a person who tends to avoid conflict where ever possible.  

The stereotype surrounding lawyers is that a lawyer standing is able to debate every argument with next to zero prep-

aration time and being quick on their feet with the next argument. Reality is, most civil law suits are settled outside the 

Courtroom. Cases are settled with cleverly worded letters and hours of research rather than witty banter in front of a 

jury.                                                                                                                                                                   

Jacqueline Wilcock  
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1. Find your own pace 
Rome wasn’t built in a day, but stress levels are and this is exactly what you’ll be 
doing if you don’t consider the load of work you can or cannot handle. You have 
options, you don’t have to go with the traditional full time studying. 
  

2. Attend all your classes 
Yes, it’s the classic oldest advice in the book. Easier said, than done. But guess 
what? It will benefit you in the long run. 
  

3. Maintain a balance in life 
It’s quite easy to get completely absorbed into Law school and worrying all the 
time about assignments, exams and online quizzes. Try to a maintain a balance 
between your social life and your study life. You need that social balance to al-
low you to diffuse your stress levels when things get too much. 
  
  

4. Make friends 
Making friends in first year is very awkward and nobody wants to be the first to 
reach out, ultimately because of fear of rejection. Reach out to others, they’re 
just as scared, confused and probably as lonely.  Creating a circle of people who 
are going through the same journey are yourself, creates a platform where you 
can all lean on one another and share each other’s burdens and worries. 
  

5. Ask questions 
If you’re lost, confused or intrigued about something just ask. It’s your first year, 
you’ll be full of some many questions, don’t just keep them to yourselves. Speak 
up. You won’t ever know the correct answer if you never ask. 
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Elective subjects are a great way to both customise and add some flexibility to your degree. Naturally, some 

areas of law will interest you more than others and the course structure allows for this. It's quite normal to be 

a tad cautious or even a little hesitant to choose elective subjects for one reason or another. The reality is that 

it's an opportunity to investigate an area of law you've had little experience with or even just to see what on 

earth it's about.  

If you've undertaken a straight law degree, then you have an advantage here. VU has decided to allow you 12 

elective subjects that are completely up to you. They are wide ranging in variety and substance. From EU Law 

to Corporate Insolvency and everything in between. Double degree students such as Law/Arts and Law/

Business students aren't as lucky in this area, as students in those degree will have less space within their 

course for electives. Law/Business students, for example, are allowed four law electives.  

Choosing the right elective for you can be somewhat of a process involving some thinking about life after your 

degree as well as what you're doing in the near future. If you wish to practice Criminal Law, for example, you 

may wish to undertake 'Criminal Law 2' as well as its compulsory cousin 'Criminal Law'. For those of you who 

are drawn to the civil or commercial law side of things, subjects such as 'Corporate Insolvency' or 'Torts 2' may 

pique your interest.  

Of course, you may not have decided on your intended career path or are indifferent to the practice area you 

end up in. Electives are great for this reason too. You can pick a mix of subjects that have absolutely no rela-

tion to each other whatsoever. It may be one of the few times in your whole career that you deal with 

Transport Law in the morning and Wills and Estates in the afternoon.  

 Electives are a great way to add value to your skills to show off to a potential employer. You may load up on 

subjects such as Intellectual Property, Taxation Law, Commercial Arbitration Law and Securities Law, making 

you a veritable commercial law machine. This will definitely show that you intend to practice in the general 

commercial area and have the skills required to make a success of it.  

It may seem a bit obvious but it really does come down to what you want to do and what kind of lawyer you 

want to be. If you imagine yourself as being a partner of Herbert Smith Freehills in 20 years time, electives will 

help you get there. In just the same way, if you view yourself as a social justice champion, you can take on 

subjects such as Human Rights Law and Migration Law. In the end, it's your law degree and you can make it as 

unique as you.  

Thomas Diprose 
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On 22 February 2017 and 1 March 2017 Dictum Society held its first Book Exchange event of the year at 

VU’s Queen St Campus. Law textbooks without a doubt are expensive and second hand textbooks are 

sometimes hard to track down.  

 

The event run by the Director of Publications Akoi Arok and Director of Activities Justin Bailey aimed to 

provide Law students at VU’s College of Law and Justice (members and non-members of Dictum Socie-

ty) with the opportunity to gather at one place at a certain time and sell their old law textbooks while 

also being able to buy textbooks they may require for the new year.  

 

The event overall was met with a great response. There was a great number of participants (staff & stu-
dents) signing up to have their books sold by Dictum Society on their behalf, as well as a great number 
of buyers on both days. The Society received several requests to have the event extend for a few more 
days, but unfortunately due to the great management such an event requires the Book Exchange will 
only run once a semester.  
 
To take part in this event for second semester, make sure you’re following Dictum Society’s Facebook 
page  https://www.facebook.com/DictumSociety/ to receive information of dates for the second run of 
the event in semester two.  
 

Akoi Arok 
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Dictum Society held Victoria University’s first ever  ANU Legal Workshop Picnique March 9 2017. 

 

ANU are one of the three providers of Practical Legal Training (PLT), a requirement for being admitted to practice. 

ANU’s Legal Workshop takes place on-line with minimal on-site attendance required, meaning you can undertake 

a graduate program or work for a firm while you’re completing your PLT. The online mode of delivery makes it a 

particularly convenient option for those with busy work commitments.  

The picnique was held Thursday 9 March 2017 from 11am until 3pm at Victoria University’s City Queen Campus. 

The event generated a lot of attention and engagement from the students and resulted in a large number of 

membership sign ups on the day for Dictum Society.  

The event overall, was a great success and Dictum Society hopes to hold familiar events in the future.  

 

Akoi Arok & Thomas Diprose 

 

 

 

“It was really fun, loved the atmosphere. The free food as member of Dictum Society was a bonus.  I really liked the 

fact they provided several options for food, such vegetarian or  Halal, as I myself eat Halal food.”  

- Hanifer  

 

“It was really a great atmosphere. The seating area along with the music really just made the place so comfortable. 

It was so chill. The University hasn’t ever had an event like this before, so it was really nice. “ 

- Binti  
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It is without a doubt that Law school is stressful. Law has the highest 

rate of mental health issues. 40% of law students experience stress 

or depression requiring medical treatment. If you feel you need help 

or someone to talk to VU has various facilities which are able to pro-

vide you with the information and help you need.  

 

 

Individual Counselling: You can make a booking (through the VU web-
site) for a one on one session, which usually runs for 50mins, but 
shorter bookings can be made. 
 
Or Call +61 3 9919 5400 to book an appointment for any campus. 
Please note counselling services are usually open from 9am to 5pm, 
Monday to Friday but may vary from campus to campus. 
 
For more information, contact:  
Belinda Gibson 
Phone: +61 3 9919 5400 
Email: belinda.gibson@vu.edu.au 
 
Closest counsellors office for students at City Queen is at Flinders 
Campus 
 

Counselling services provide professional services designed to sup-
port you in personal, academic and social development.  
 
The counselling service is dedicated to providing individually sensitive 
counselling for a range of different students. 
Have a different culture and worried if counselling is for you? Don’t 

worry, the Counsellors come from a variety of backgrounds. All coun-

sellors are also trained to respect cultural difference and work collab-

oratively with individuals and different cultural groups. 
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Crossword Answers: 

ACROSS 2- Objection  3 - Pecuniary 8 - Easement 9 - File 10 - Kangaroo Court  11 - Indemnity 

DOWN   1 - Vexatious   4 - Affidavit    5 - Quash   6 - Defendant  7 - Rescind 

26 



 

Publications Committee  

Director of Publications : Akoi Arok  

Contact: publications@dictumsocietyvu.com 

Publication Officers : 

 Thomas Diprose  

 Jacqueline Wilcock  

 Alice Growden  

DICTUM SOCIETY 2017 COMMITTEE 

President—Meghann Clark 

Vice President—Teni Sarris 

Treasurer—Madaline Calabro 

Secretary—Lachlan Martin 

Publications—Akoi Arok 

Equity—Melissa Arsov 

Activities—Justin Bailey 

Education—Jasmine Alcon 

Career s—Justin Howard 

Competitions—Susan Thomas 

 

 

Contact: secretary@dictumsocietyvu.com 
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256 Queen St, Melbourne VIC 3000 

Victoria University, City Queen Campus 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10am to 5pm 


