
 

2019 Junior Moot Problem  
Dictum Society, the student run society at the College of Law and Justice, is proud to present the 

2019 Junior Moot problem. This annual competition aims to provide new mooters with the 
opportunity to develop and practice their advocacy skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Introduction  
Dear Mooters,  
 
My name is Elizabeth Breaz and I am Dictum Society’s Director of Competitions for 2019. I 
would like to personally thank you for taking the time to participate in the 2019 Junior Moot. 
 
The Junior Moot is designed to build one’s advocacy skills, therefore excessive legal research is 
not required. As you are all new mooters I will proceed to answer a few questions that you may 
have. 
 
Does the Junior Moot require excessive amounts of research and writing? 
 
As the Junior Moot is an entry level moot, participants are not expected to research excessively 
for this competition. I have named a few cases that students may wish to use as legal authority, 
or students may choose to research their own cases however are not expected to do so. Oral 
submissions will then follow a common sense approach to the facts. All teams should submit no 
more than two pages of written summaries outlining what their oral arguments will be.  
 
Do I need to participate in a team?  
 
Not only does the Junior Moot aim to encourage new mooters to experiment with their advocacy 
skills, but this moot also encourages teamwork. All teams in the Junior Moot will consist of a 
maximum of two people. If you do not know anyone you would like to compete with you can 
register by yourself and I will match you up to someone. Alternatively, you can compete by 
yourself.  
 
What exactly is the format of the moot?  
 
For each round, each team will be allocated 11 minutes of speaking time which is divided 
between the two speakers. Each team will have the opportunity to argue for the Claimant and 
Respondent at least once in the general rounds of the Competition. But don’t worry! There will 
be Junior Moot Seminars which will go into what is required of each competitor in detail.  
 
If you have any further questions please feel free to email me at 
competitions@dictumsocietyvu.com.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
Elizabeth Breaz 
Director of Competitions 2019  

mailto:competitions@dictumsocietyvu.com


 

Procedural Order One  
 

Bob Branson (Claimant) and Shannon Shimmers (Respondent) are currently in a dispute, the 
nature of this dispute will be outlined in the Statement of Agreed Facts.  
 
The Claimant and Respondent have agreed to arbitrate their dispute pursuant to the ACICA 
Arbitration Rules Incorporating the Emergency Arbitrator Provisions 2011. There are no 
procedural issues in dispute. Accordingly, teams do not need to reference these rules in their 
submissions and are indeed barred from doing so.  
 
The Statement of Agreed Facts has been agreed to be a true representation of the nature of the 
dispute and all information therein has been verified as accurate by both the Claimant and 
Respondent.  
 
The Junior Moot Rules 2019 bind all teams and outlines how proceedings will unfold. These can 
be downloaded at www.dictumsocietvu.com.  
 
It is agreed that the parties will tender short summaries of submissions for the oral proceedings.  
 
The parties may use the legal principles found in the following cases in their oral submissions, 
however please note that parties are not expected to use the law in their submissions;  
 

● Blue v Ashley [2017] EWHC 1928 (Comm)  
● Taylor v Caldwell [1863] EWHC KB J1  

 
The Claimant agrees to submit their summary of submissions by 6PM 26 March 2019. The 
parties both agree that the Claimant’s summary of submissions will be distributed to the 
Respondent by 8PM 26 March 2019.  
 
The Respondent agrees to submit their summary of submissions by 6PM 29 March 2019. The 
parties both agree that the Respondent’s summary of submissions will be distributed to the 
Claimant by 8PM 29 March 2019.  
 
Oral proceedings will take place on 4 April 2019. Each team will have a total of 11 minutes to 
deliver their submissions. 
 
The issues to be decided upon are listed in this document as Issues and Order of Speaking.  
 

http://www.dictumsocietvu.com/


 

Statement of Agreed Facts  
 
[1] Shannon Shimmers owns the company ‘Glitter Parties’. 
 
[2] Glitter Parties is a children’s entertainment company, which specialises in Fairy Parties for 
children aged 2 – 10 years old. Glitter Parties offer a range of packages, including Winter 
Wonderland, Rainbow Magic and Hidden Forest. All of the packages involve Shannon dressing 
up as a fairy and providing entertainment for the children. The company is small and Shannon 
runs it out of her house, however she hopes to expand it in the future. 
 
[3] Bob Branson is a single dad who has 2 children, Cassandra (aged 5) and Harry (aged 13). 
Bob is a full time teacher and devoted parent. He has a fantastic relationship with his children, 
and loves to spoil them – especially on their birthdays! Cassandra’s 6th birthday is coming up on 
the 27th of August and Bob wants to throw her a special party. Cassandra absolutely loves fairies 
and asks her dad if she can have a fairy themed birthday party. Bob agrees and decides that he 
will have a children’s entertainment company come to his house to run the event. 
  
[4] Bob looks into numerous reputable companies to provide the entertainment for Cassandra’s 
party, including ‘Magical Fairy Birthdays’, and ‘Fairy Kingdom Entertainment’. Both are large 
businesses that have been running for many years, unfortunately both companies are booked out 
on the 27th of August. 
  
[5] That night Bob calls his friend Annabel to discuss the problem. She recommends the 
company Glitter Parties. Two of her friends have used the company before, and described the 
experience as very professional and enjoyable for the children. Bob looks into the company and 
finds lots of positive reviews online. 
  
[6] The next day Bob calls Shannon and books Glitter Parties for Cassandra’s birthday. 
  
[7] Bob books Shannon for 1:00pm, and emphasises the importance that she arrive promptly. 
Bob’s family and close friends will be coming over for a family dinner at 5:00pm that night, and 
he does not want the children’s party to run overtime. 
  
[8] Bob would like to book the Rainbow Magic package. This is the largest package that 
Shannon offers. The package lasts for 3 hours and includes lots of games, face painting, and 
karaoke as well as Shannon providing special fairy goody bags for all the children. 
  
[9] Shannon agrees to the time and package and charges Bob a $2,000 fee. 
  



 

[10] Shannon lives in Wantirna South and the party is being held in Mentone. Shannon leaves 
her house at 12:15pm to allow some extra time to arrive. 
  
[11] A truck has overturned on the freeway that Sharman will need to take to get to Mentone and 
there is very congested traffic. The radio traffic reporter announces that traffic should be clearing 
up and running smoothly very quickly, as the truck has been removed. The radio station is 
normally very reliable and so Shannon stays on the freeway. Shannon is also not very good with 
directions, so she is not sure what alternate route she may take. 
  
[12] Shannon tries to call Bob, however he does not answer his phone. She leaves a voice 
message saying that she is running late. 
  
[13] The traffic eventually clears up, and Shannon arrives at Bob’s house at 1:45pm. She begins 
setting up and starts the party at 2:00pm.  
  
[14] Upon arrival Shannon requests her fee before she starts. Bob quickly hands her an envelope 
with $2,000 cash. 
  
[15] The party starts without a hitch. Shannon dresses Cassandra up in a fairy costume, paints all 
of the children’s faces and takes them outside in the sunshine to play games. The children love 
the goody bags that she has provided, which contain fairy wings, lollies and wands. Cassandra 
tells Bob she is having ‘the best birthday ever!’ 
  
[16] Bob instructed Shannon to have karaoke in the last hour of the party, in order to finish with 
and allow plenty of time for Cassandra’s favourite activity. As Shannon went to turn on the 
Karaoke machine a tree fell and smashed the entire karaoke machine to pieces. Bob was 
devastated but Cassandra did not seem to mind. Bob asked Shannon to leave at 4.30 as his family 
arrived early and he felt there was no more Shannon could do for the party without the karaoke 
machine. 
  
[17] Bob calls Shannon the next day and says that he wants the $2,000 back, as he does not 
believe Shannon fulfilled her contractual obligations. 
  
[18] Shannon states that she mitigated the disruptions to the best of her ability, and as there was 
no formal contract she does not have to return the $2,000 party fee. 
 

 
 

 



 

Issues and Order of Speaking  
 

[19] Bob Branson has brought a claim against Shannon Shimmers for unsatisfactory work and 
non-performance. Bob is seeking contractual damages.  

(a) First speaker - establish that a contract existed between the parties.  
(b) Second speaker - establish that the Respondent has breached their contractual obligations. 

Also outline the damages the Claimant is requesting.  
 

[20] Sharman Shimmers is responding to the claim of breaches. 
(a) First speaker - establish that there was no formal contract in place.  
(b) Second speaker - establish that the Respondent performed their duties to the full extent 

they were able to and argue that there was no real loss suffered by the Claimant.  
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