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Hi everyone! Congratulations on your 
admission to Victoria University?s Law 
School. The team at Dictum Society is 
very aware of how difficult the 
transition into a law degree can be, 
and we are here to help in any way we 
can.

Dictum Society runs different projects 
and events. Keep your eyes open for 
the Peer-to-Peer Mentor Program, 
Law Ball, International Women?s Day 
Morning Tea, The Obiter, The Careers 
Guide and our different competitions.

We know that you are part of the First 
Year Model and it is new to all of us. It 
is a very exciting change - this should 
give you an opportunity to get 
involved early. You can apply to be a 
Dictum Society?s First Year Officer or 
you can participate in the Junior Moot 
to hone in your advocacy skills and 
greatly improve your attention to 
detail. You can also write submission 
to our student magazine, The Obiter. 
In addition to getting involved with 
university events, I strongly 
recommend you sign up for the 
Peer-to-Peer Mentor Program, where 
you will be matched with a senior 
student to help you navigate through 
your first semester.

If you have any questions about 

Dictum Society, please email 
secret ary@dict um societ yvu.com , or 
you can swing by our office (Room: 
ROBL08 - 295 Queen St reet ) and say 
hello!

Good luck with your semester!

Jasmine Alcon

president @dict um societ yvu.com

10am-5PM

Monday to Friday

Room ROBL08 - 295 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 3000

PRESIDENT'S WELCOME
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DIRECTORS PREFACE
Hi everyone! I am excited to welcome 
you to Victoria University and even 
more excited to meet all of you! I 
would first like to extend my 
congratulations on to all of you. Well 
done on getting into law school. You 
made a fantastic choice coming to 
Victoria University to complete your 
degree!

The purpose of this Guide Book is to 
give you an idea of what to expect in 
your first year of law school. The next 
few years may be the toughest years 
of your career. Do not be afraid, this 
Guide Book will provide you with 
some of the best tips and tricks for 
succeeding in your studies. For extra 
assistance from senior level students, 
do not forget to sign up to the 
Peer-to-Peer Mentor Program! Please 
contact 
educat ion@dict um societ yvu.com  if 
you have any questions about the 
Mentor Program.

My biggest tips are look after your 
mental health and create long-lasting 
friendships. Do not exclude yourself 
from social events and get involved 
with Dictum Society. Participate in the 
upcoming Junior Moot and the much 
anticipated Law Ball. Good luck to 
everyone this year. Remember to seek 

help if you need it.

If at any point you need to contact 
me, you can do so via my email 
equit y@dict um societ yvu.com .

Alternatively, you can visit me in the 
Dictum Society office in room 
ROBL08, 295 Queen St reet .

Brittany Reiner 

Director of Equity.

I would like to thank everyone who 
made a contribution to the Guide 
Book. Without you, this would not 
have been made possible.
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MEET THE 2018 
COMMITTEE

Georgia Murphy
Vice President

Jake Langdon 
Treasurer

Temi Oladiji 
Secretary

Stephanie Dakin 
Director of Careers

Celil Kardaslar 
Director of Activities

Hannah Smith 
Director of 
Education

Danielle Hagan 
Director of 

Publications

Will Kleppsch 
Director of Competitions
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SEMESTER 1 
IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER

- Block  1 begins/Sem est er  1 
begins - 26/02/18

- Block  1 Census Dat e - 05/02/18
- Block  1 ends - 23/03/18
- Block  2 begins - 26/03/18
- Block  2 Census Dat e - 02/04/18
- Mid-Sem est er  Break  - 

02/04/18-06/04/18
- Block  2 ends - 27/04/18
- Block  3 begins - 30/04/18
- Block  3 Census Dat e - 07/05/18
- Block  3 ends - 25/05/18
- Block  4 begins - 28/05/18
- Block  4 Census Dat e - 04/06/18
- Wint er  Sem est er  begins - 

04/06/18
- Block  4 ends - 22/06/18
- Mid-year  break   - 

23/06/18-22/07/18
- First  Year  Model Wint er  Block  

begins - 25/06/18 
- First  Year  Model Wint er  Block  

ends - 20/07/18

- 1st  Year  Sum m er  O-Fest  Block  
Par t y  - 23/02/18

- Int ernat ional Wom en's Day 
Morning Tea and Walk  - 08/03/18

- Peer -t o-Peer  Ment or  Program  
sign-up deadline -  16/03/18

- Junior  Moot  - Week 6

Dict um  Societ y runs var ious 
event s t hroughout  t he year . 
Make sure you are fol low ing 
us on social m edia t o keep 
up-t o-dat e!
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ABOUT THE 
FIRST-YEAR MODEL
What  is it ?

Victoria University has decided to launch the First Year Model for the first 
time. The first year model is specifically designed to meet the needs of the 
students entering VU to study law. As we all know all too well, starting a new 
chapter in our lives can be extremely daunting. Victoria University 
understands this and has taken the struggles of first year students into 
consideration.

The First Year Model enables newly transitioning tertiary students to 
understand the difference between tertiary and secondary learning.

The Purpose:

The purpose of the First Year Model is to provide students with a single 
focus on their units as opposed to juggling four concurrently. It enables 
students to immerse themselves in each unit so that they are able to grasp a 
better understanding of each concept.

Through the First Year Model, VU hopes to assist students in building lasting 
connections with their peers. This is also very important in university as 
learning to work and build connections with your peers is important. 
Through the connections you create you will be able to work efficiently as a 
team.

Overall VU prides itself on the implimentation of the First Year Model. We 
hope that it makes the transition smooth and less intimidating.

Benef it s of  t he First  Year  Model:

- Flexibility around your life
- More one on one time
- Less stress, more success
- Confidence through collaboration
- More time to find your feet
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TIPS TO SURVIVE LAW 

- Keep on top of your readings.
- Do not leave your assessments until the night before they are 

due.
- Use a diary to plan your semester, readings, and assessments.
- Ask your lecturers and tutors questions.
- Remember, your assessments are not assessing your knowledge 

on the law. They are assessing your ability to apply that law to a 
scenario. When you are asked a problem question you must write 
succinct responses using case law and statute to support your 
answer. If you write anything else, you will be disappointed in the 
mark you receive.

- Take your degree seriously. Yes, ?Ps get degrees? but that does 
not necessarily mean they will get jobs. Do not spend 3-4 years 
putting in half the effort, not doing the required readings, and 
hoping for the best. Commit to your degree, work hard and be 
proud of your achievements at the end of the semester.

- The most important thing to remember is your mental health! 
Depression and anxiety are extremely prevalent in law. Take steps 
to look after yourself both physically and mentally- visit your GP 
or use the services the university provides.

Over the summer we collected the best tips and tricks from students, graduates, 
and teachers to help you survive your first year of law school!
 

TIPS FROM SECOND-YEAR 
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- Get to know the databases in the 
library system. These databases will 
contain different information, and 
each unit will require you to use a 
variety of them.

- Start your assessments as soon as 
you receive them.

- Take care of your mental health and 
seek help if you are struggling to 
manage the stresses of study.

- If you are unsure what is required of 
an assessment, ask your teachers to 
clarify. If you are unsure whether 
you need to write your assessment 
in a brief or an essay, ask your 
teachers. They are there to assist 
you with these queries, and want 
you to perform to the best of your 
abilit ies.

- Try to work on your assessments 
each week. If you leave them until 
the night before, you will overload 
yourself and burn out.

- Follow the AGLC correctly and do 
your referencing as you are writing. 
Do not leave it until the end of the 
assessment. Save a list of all the 
resources you have used in a 
separate document in case you 
accidentally close a tab, or your 
device turns off. Saving your 
document periodically also helps.

TIPS FROM THIRD-YEAR 

- Make friends with your peers; they are not 
your enemy or your competition. They will 
be your support network during the exam 
period.

- Back up your assessments onto an 
external drive. Alternatively, you can email 
them to yourself or upload them to your 
Google Drive.

- Follow the assessment criteria. Do not 
write an assessment how you think it 
should be written.

- If you are not going to go to lectures at 
least do the readings and go to your 
tutorials.

- Create a LinkedIn profile to connect with 
your peers, teachers, and colleagues. It is a 
great networking tool that can connect you 
with practitioners and help kick start your 
career. 

- Always ask questions, form a study group, 
and network with students from higher 
year levels.

- Stay on top of your readings. They can be 
very long and feel like punishment, but 
they are essential in understanding the 
content.

- Join a study group, however, be selective 
about who you create a study group with. 
Make sure the students that you are 
studying with,share the same academic 
goals as you do.

- Start taking notes from week one onwards. 
Aim to create a 1-2 page summary of the 
lecture topic and include relevant cases 
and legislation. 
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- Have hobbies and interests 
outside of your degree. It is 
important to be able to have an 
outlet, especially during stressful 
times.

- Get involved in clubs and 
societies. It is a great way to meet 
new people and make friends. 
Make as many friends as you 
possibly can!

- Do not drink too much coffee. It 
might be tempting at times, but it 
can be expensive and can make it 
difficult to concentrate.

- Set up your student email on your 
phone, so you don?t forget about 
important dates.

- Allocate one hour (or two) a day 
to work on your assessments. 
This means you will get things 
done without waiting until the last 
minute. Although you might be 
able to smash out an essay by 
11:55pm, you will not have any 
time to proof read, and you will 
lose marks on silly mistakes!

- Always allow yourself time to 
write a good assessment piece, 
especially in exams when you are 
under strict time constraints.

TIPS FROM SENIOR-YEAR 

- Read the texts before classes, 
make notes in class, and re-read 
the text after.

- Always answer the tutorial 
questions, and ask your teachers 
and peers questions, even if they 
seem silly.

- Participate in your tutorials, 
seminars, and lectures.

- Make notes based on the readings 
from the texts.

- Prepare comphrensive and 
sufficient exam notes.

- Always go to your tutorials, they 
are useful in helping you learn 
how to apply the law to scenarios.

- Do not forget to have fun!

DID YOU KNOW:
There are free tours every hour at 
the Victorian Parliament House on 
weekdays when Parliament is not 
sitting. 
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- Turn up to class.
- Do the reading.
- Do not be afraid to ask questions.
- Never, ever let yourself get behind in your studies. Once you 

are behind in your work, that is where you will stay.
- Attend all your classes and do all of your tutorial questions.
- Do not think you know everything. You do not, believe me. 

There is always someone to help you, but you need to ask.
- Immerse yourself in extracurricular activities if you have the 

time.
- Most importantly, enjoy the ride. It is never smooth, but it is 

very rewarding once you reach your destination.
- Become a Dictum Society member. Get involved in the Dictum 

Society Committee.
- Listen to your teachers. Especially if it is Vince Farrugia. ;-)
- Get in contact with your disability liaison office if you have a 

disability.
- Make yourself known, employers want you, but they cannot 

always find you.

TIPS FROM STAFF AND 
GRADUATES

DID YOU KNOW:
The College of Law and Justice sits 
in the heart of the Melbourne Legal 
Precinct.  You can see the law in 
action at any of the courts, at any 
time of a weekday.
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Int roduct ion t o Public Law  mainly focuses on the key concepts of the Australian 
public law system. For instance, the role of parliament, separation of powers, 
legislative powers, and many other concepts. The purpose of the unit is to 
examine the constitutional constraints on the government when it comes to law 
making.

Exper iences:

Introduction to Public Law, for those of you that completed year 12 Legal Studies 
will be able to brush up on your already existing knowledge. However, for those of 
you who did not complete year 12 Legal Studies, this unit is great as it explains the 
different types of law making powers as well as the roles and responsibilit ies of 
parliament.

The unit requires students to present an oral presentation in groups about a 
specific topic. This was extremely beneficial as it enabled us to learn about topics 
(for example Human rights) in depth and through the perspective of students.

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC 
LAW

LEGAL RESEARCH 
METHODS
Legal Research Met hods' mainly focuses on legal literacy, teaching students how to 
formulate essays and in what structure to follow.

It is a foundation unit that touches on legal discourse, application of legal research 
and development of legal literacy. The course is designed to assist students in 
understanding the legal language and how to apply it to their writing.

Exper iences:

The unit was extremely helpful as it teaches you how to use a number of library 
databases. In law it is important to research and when there are so many databases 
available it can be overwhelming. Through the guidance of the lecturers and tutors 
you learn how to effectively find the right information, when you need it.

Char is Ant hony, Equit y Of f icer . 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGAL 
SYSTEM IN CONTEXT

Aust ralian Legal Syst em  in Cont ext is a part of the First Year Model. The unit discusses 
the basic foundations of the Australian legal system and how it came to be. It further 
touches on how to approach legal reasoning.

Exper iences:

The unit was extremely enlightening as you learn about where Australia?s legal system 
originated from. Aboriginal law is also included within this unit; it discusses the historic 
figures and events that resulted in certain laws and customs to be implemented within the 
Australian law.

The unit goes on to discuss the roles of VCAT and Alternative Dispute Resolution. In order 
to ensure that students are able to fully grasp the procedures of ADR methods, students 
were required to attend a VCAT sitting. This was a great way for students to have more of 
an interactive learning as opposed to the lectures.

LEGAL WRITING AND 
DRAFTING

Legal Wr it ing and Draf t ing is part of the First Year Model. This unit is designed 
specifically for the first year law student. The unit teaches students how to develop the 
relevant skills when it comes to being able to produce legal documents. This unit assists 
students in succeeding in future units. 

The unit simply addresses all the necessary principles needed in legal writing such as, 
plain English, effective written communication, and drafting legal documents.

Char is Ant hony, Equit y Of f icer . 
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CRIMINAL LAW 1

Cr im inal Law  1 runs over a four-week period where students are introduced to criminal 
legislation. The unit defines substantive law, meaning the law that creates criminal 
legislation. It describes what an offence is and enables students to be able to distinguish 
between an offence against the person and property offences. The unit not only teaches 
students how to determine what criminal legislation an offence is categorized under but 
also what defences may apply.

CONTRACTS 1

Cont ract s 1 occurs over a four-week period as a part of the First Year Model. The unit 
provides students with an insight into the law of contract. The law refers to determining 
when a party is liable to another through the connection of a contract. This part of civil law 
is important as we experience contracts in everyday life: for example, phone plans or 
employment contracts. The unit mainly focuses on the formation of a contract, the 
interpretation of a contract, and the process of terminating a contract.

Exper iences:

The unit was eye opening as students are taught how they can be liable for the 
agreements they may make with another. It makes individuals aware of the rights they 
hold in regards to contractual agreements and teaches students how to apply the law in 
regards to real life scenarios.

Char is Ant hony, Equit y Of f icer . 
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TORTS 1

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Tor t s investigates civil wrongs. The unit further outlines the specifics of negligence, the 
allocation of liability between parties, personal injury, and economic loss. The unit goes on 
to further examine defences, remedies and the assessment of damages of negligence.

Exper iences:

The unit itself teaches students about law in day to day life. It is interesting to learn about 
scenarios when people may owe others a duty of care.

Cr im inal Invest igat ion, Procedure and Sent encing goes alongside the 
Criminal Law unit. The two units were split in order to assist students in being 
able to focus on the specifics of criminal procedure as opposed to the both 
procedure and legislation.

Criminal Procedure refers to the practice of enforcing criminal law within the 
system. Sentencing covers the sanctions in with that may be imposed on 
offenders based on their offence.

The main topics this unit touches on are;

- Courts exercising criminal jurisdiction
- Classification of offences; search
- Seizure and forensic processes; police questioning
- Arrest
- Commencing criminal proceedings
- Bail
- Committal hearings
- Pleadings
- Plea negotiations
- The criminal trial including the functions of judges and juries

Char is Ant hony, Equit y Of f icer . 
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MOOTING
In my opinion, my involvement with 
mooting has benefited my studies and life 
in many ways. It teaches you to look at 
things from every side and this truly 
develops your analytical and problem 
solving skills. It has furthered my research 
and time management skills. This all is 
useful to you when writing and structuring 
your assignments and of course finishing 
them on time.

There are many ways to get involved with 
mooting at VU and Dictum Society 
facilitate this well by providing a stepping 
stone program to progress through the 
various levels of mooting.

Beginning with the Junior Moot, this is run 
for first time mooter, a small problem and 
allows people the experience of a moot 
before delving into difficult legal concepts. 
It is a really great level to begin at and it 
will give you insight into how you like 
mooting and what type of involvement 
you may seek to have in the future. From 
the junior moot you may realise that you 
prefer the role of instructing solicitor over 
the role of advocate and that is excellent 
because mooting is not only available to 
those who seek to advocate. You can then 
progress to senior moot, national moots 
such as the Kirby Moot which is held at VU 
and open Australia wide, and one day you 
may even seek to involve yourself at an 
international moot like I am now.

Mooting competitions are renowned by 
the legal profession and the reason for 
this is twofold. Firstly, because it illustrates 

that the mooter possesses vital traits such 
as dedication, willingness to learn, strong 
work ethic, and the ability to work in a 
team. Furthermore, it also shows that you 
have advocacy skills, which only developed 
through practice. Immediately, your skills 
exceed that of other students that have no 
mooting practice.

Mooting takes hard work and dedication 
but the rewards you receive in return are 
tenfold. Anyone can get to an international 
level, it just requires a significant amount 
of hard work and developing through the 
system- stepping up level by level and 
experiencing all there is that you can be 
offered.

My advice to any student with a keen 
interest in mooting is work hard and enrol 
in the mooting competition elective, as 
what you will learn from that is invaluable. 
Compete in any moot you can get access 
to and always remember to do it for 
yourself because it is what you want to do.

Kat r inka Bar ret t , Law  St udent .
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